
III Land Use Element
The State of California requires a Land Use Element to be included in every local
government general plan. According to the State's General plan Guidelines, the Land
Use Element shall designate the proposed general distribution and general location
and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business, industry, open space,
including agriculture, natural resources, recreation, enjoyment of scenic beauty,
education, public buildings and grounds, solid and liquid waste disposal facilities, and
other categories of public and private uses of land. The location and designation of the
extent of the uses of the land for public and private uses shall consider the
identification of land and natural resources suitable for designation in the
Conservation and Open Space Element. The Land Use Element shall also include a
statement of the standards of population density and building intensity recommended
for the various districts and other territory covered by the plan. Additionally, the
Land Use Element shall identify and annually review those areas covered by the plan
that are subject to flooding identified by flood plain mapping prepared by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) or the Department of Water Resources.

The City's Land Use Element is a composite of the other elements of the General Plan.
The determination of appropriate land uses is derived from the natural environmental,
socio/cultural, and urban environmental constraints and opportunities analyzed
throughout the General Plan. Those sections of the General Plan also contain land use
policies.

Determinants of appropriate uses include the following:

• Natural environmental constraints: climate, geotechnical factors, hydrology, and
biotic resources.

• Social and cultural resources and needs of the community and region.

• Existing and future adjacent development patterns, intensities, and structural
types.

• Capacity of infrastructure, local and regional.

• Safety.

• Visual and noise consideration.
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The City should continue to monitor development in nearby communities
to ensure that adverse impacts upon the City and its residents are
avoided or minimized.

Policies

Compatibility of Adjacent Land Use Areas
1. Work in conjunction with neighboring jurisdictions when

development plans are submitted to either this City or the other
jurisdictions which generate impacts across jurisdictional lines.

Residential Land Use Policies
2. Retain the present predominance of single-family residences

found throughout the City. A]]ow for the maintenance and
replacement of existing non-conforming multi-family residential
uses.

3. Require all new housing developed to include suitable and
adequate landscaping, open space, and other design amenities to
meet the City's standards.

4. Encourage and assist in the maintenance and improvement of all
residential neighborhoods so as to maintain local standards of
housing quality and design.

5. Maintain and update the Development codes with quality
standards, being flexible to new technology and techniques of
building.

6. Require all developments that include open space held in private
ownership to provide legal guarantees to protect these areas from
further development and to establish mechanisms enforceable by
the City to ensure continued maintenance.

7. Control the alteration of natural terrain.

8. Encourage energy and water conservation in housing design.

9. Require that development reasonably protects corridor-related
views.
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10. Prohibit encroachment on existing scenic views reasonably
expected by neighboring residents.

11. Enforce height controls to reasonably minimize view obstructions.

12. Encourage all development to preserve neighboring site privacy.

13. Preserve the rural and open character of the City through zoning,
cooperation with other jurisdictions, and acquisition of open space
land.

14. AYe'!\" HB further ElevelepmeRt iFl:veIving aFl)' FI1::H'RaF\ BEEtlflaREY
INit4=l:ID aetive IaFH4sliae areas.

(UPON CITY ATTORNEY RECOMMENDATIO , TIlE PLANNING
COMMISSION RECOMMENDS DELETION OF THIS POLICY.)

14. Require all new housing and significant improvements to existing
housing to consider neighborhood compatibility.

Commercial Land Use Policies
15. Place commercial and institutional developments under the same

building orientation controls as residential developments in
regard to topographic and climatic design factors.

16. Require that commercial and institutional activity buffer and
mitigate negative impacts on adjoining residential areas.

17. Required commercial and institutional development to be
designed to maximize pedestrian safety.

18. Require that scenic view preservation by commercial and
institutional activities be taken into account not only in the
physical design of structures and signs, but also in night lighting
of exterior grounds.

19. Require commercial and institutional sites to limit the exposure of
parking and exterior service areas from the view of adjoining sites
and circulation routes.

20. Specify the mix of standard and compact parking spaces for new
development to ensure that all parking requirements are met.
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21. Require adequate screening or buffering techniques for all new
and existing commercial activities in order to minimize odors,
light and noise pollution.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE
POLICY)

Institutional (Public, Educational and Religious) Land
Use Policies
22. Require any new schools and encourage existing schools to

provide adequate on-site parking and automobile access.

23. Incorporate the Coast Guard Station into Lower Point Vicente
Park when it is deactivated.

24. Coordinate with the School District on cross-jurisdictional issues.

25. Encourage implementation of plans for pedestrian and bicycling
networks linking residential areas with schools for the safety of
children.

26. Review the location and site design of future institutional uses to
ensure their compatibility with adjacent sites.

27. Encourage mitigation of the adverse aesthetic impacts of utility
facilities.

28. Encourage the unification of the Eastview students into the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District.

Recreational Land Use Policy
29. Encourage local groups to participate in the planning,

development, and maintenance of recreation facilities.

Agricultural Land Use Policies
30. Encourage preservation of agricultural activities.

31. Encourage continued operation of existing produce and flower
stands.
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Open Space Preservation Land Use Policy
32. All land with an Open Space Preservation Land Use

Designation shall be utilized in compliance with the City's
NCCP.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION FOR A NEW
POLlCY)
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